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Chris Stapleton Hands Off Hardware In A
New, All-American Road-Show Tradition

When Luke Combs’ team won road crew of the year at the CMA
Touring Awards on March 3, it marked a passing of the baton

—or, more accurately, a passing of the
road case —as Combs’ crew took con-
trol of a trophy that Chris Stapleton
had carted around the country and
across the Atlantic during 2024.

Last year marked the first time
that the Country Music Association
honored an entire crew, and Team
Stapleton decided during a post-awards
celebrationtotake the award out where
ithad been won: on the stages, on the
highwaysand inthe back of semi-trucks
thattook the All-American Road Show
from Nashville to the people.

The trophy was unloaded at every
venue and placed somewhere on, or
near, the stage as a reminder to all of
Stapleton’s employees of the reputa-
tiontheyhad created. The crew of the
year hardware visited the Hollywood
Bowl in Los Angeles, Bridgestone
Arenain Nashville, The O2 in London
and the set of NBC’s Saturday Night
Livein New York, just to pick out a few
spots on itsitinerary.

“They cannever change that,” tour

manager Jason Hecht says. “We’re always the first name on
the trophy. For us, that’s a very cool thing, and to get to carry

itaround, and hopefully set a little bit of a precedent, that was
definitely a really big sense of pride for us.”

Stapleton’s team had pride in the
gig before there was ever a trophy to
recognize it. The team had to have
beenworkinghard to get that first crew
award in a line of work that’s grueling
atits very foundation.

“Alotofthese people areup at 6 a.m.,
7 a.m. — first people in the door, and
they’re not walking out until you’ve
got doors closing, sometimes in the
morning with trucks rolling away,”
says Stapleton’s manager, Red Light
Management’s Clay Hunt. “There’s
ebbs and flows throughout the day, but
this is really long, hard work.”

If they do that work correctly, most
ofthe concertgoers won’t give a thought
to the quasi-miracle that took place in
the venue, as a stage was constructed
and complicated sound and lighting
wasinstalled all on the day of that par-
ticular show.

“I always kind of look at it like a
sports official, a referee,” Hecht says.
“If somebody’s saying your name, then
something’s gone wrong. By definition,

your job is to be in the shadows and to stay out of the way.”
The work is likely appreciated most by Stapleton who, along
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with hiswife/band member, Morgane Stapleton, makesitapointtolook after
their team. She insisted on having a women’s bus for the female members of
the crew, they remember employees’ birthdays with gifts and celebrations, and
when several onthe team came down with anillness during their recent Austra-
liantour, they didn’t even ask about whatkind of expenses might be involved in
theirrecovery. They made sure the employees got medical attention, a place to
recuperate and plane tickets to catch up to the tour once they had rebounded.

Thatkind of attentiveness is not surprising for Stapleton. When he left the
2023 Academy of Country Music Awards in Frisco, Texas, he saw the roadies
hard atwork and picked up a blower to help clean up confetti. He is known, ac-
cording to his team, to greet thelocal crew at the end of a show and recognize
their role in his success as they prepare to tear it all down.

“Ilike to play music,” Stapleton said when his team won the crew of the
year honor. “Everybody [involved] helps me do that every night in ways that
would not be possible in any way, shape or form if everybody wasn’t at the
top of their game.”

The CMA rules around the crew of the year trophy don’t allow consecutive
wins, thoughindividual members of ateam canstill collecthonors. Two Staple-
ton employees — tour videographer/photographer of the year Andy Barron
and backline technician of the year Derek Benitez — were with Stapleton in
Australia and unable to claim their awards in person this year. But the team
watched a CMA livestream of the event from Down Under and saw the owner
of Stapleton’s PR firm, Sacks & Co.’s Carla Sacks (Who also reps Combs), win
publicist of the year. Sacks was visibly emotional.

“Ireally was very overcome in a way I didn’t expect in that room,” she al-
lows. “Tolook out at that community of people that rarely wants, or gets, the
spotlight, and then to be recognized by those peers, hit me in a way I wasn’t
really prepared for.”

In the days after his win, Barron kept at the job in Australia and New Zea-
land, acamerainhishandsevery day, constantly looking for new angles on the
same songs and the same people as he documents Stapleton’s work for social
media and for posterity. Even as he moves about the arenas and amphithe-
aters, he’s cognizant that after the artist and crew head for the next city, they
leave an impression behind them.

“We want every person who’s working at the venue — the promoter, every-
one involved at the place that is opening their doors up to us —we want them to
be excited when we’re coming back,” Barron says. “We’ve just always treated
every show like that, and everyone on our team has the same mentality.”

Mirroring the one-nighters that it represents, the crew of the year trophy
moves on after one year to its next recipient, though it will still carry a plaque
with Stapleton’s name — and the names of each of his team members —as
Combstakesit back onthe road. In some cases, the award will revisit concert
halls where Stapleton carted it in 2024. But it’s certain to expand its travels
with Combs’ entourage.

“We’re excited for the Luke Combs team and for them to continue on,”
Hunt says. “It sounds like they’re going to try to carry on the tradition.” @
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Morris Higham president/partner Clint Higham celebrated his March 4
win as manager of the year at the CMA Touring Awards with a post-
event dinner party at Giovanni's in Nashville. From left: Kenny Chesney,
Higham, Barbara Mandrell and Louise Mandrell.

Tyler Hubbard (center) performed Feb. 26 at the Country Music Hall

of Fame and Museum in amembers-only concert. He's flanked by
Museum executive vp of external affairs Lisa Purcell and Museum vp of
development Ben Hall.

Ella Langley met with Randy Travis at a Country Music Hall of Fame
and Museum event on March 4 celebrating the latest edition of its
exhibition “American Currents: State of the Music.”
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JIM ASKER

John Morgan Earns First Country
Airplay Top 10 With Jason Aldean
Collab ‘Friends Like That’

John Morgan’s “Friends Like That” (Night Train/Broken Bow), featuring
Jason Aldean, hits the top 10 of Billboard’s Country Airplay chart (dated
March 15), rising two spots to No. 10.
During the Feb. 28-March 6 track-
ing week, the single advanced by 6% to
16.8 million audience impressions, ac-
cording to Luminate.
The 29-year-old Morgan, from Sylva,
N.C., reaches the Country Airplay top 10
with hisfirstentry asabilled recording art-
ist. He co-wrote it —with Brent Anderson,
Will Bundy and Lydia Vaughn—and all six
songsonhis project Remember Us?, released
in October 2023.
Morgan has co-penned four other Coun-
try Airplay hits, all recorded by Aldean. Two
led for three weeks each— “If 1 Didn’t Love
You,” with Carrie Underwood, in 2021,
and “Trouble With a Heartbreak,” in 2022
—and “That’s What Tequila Does” reached No. 5in 2023. Fellow currentsingle
“Whiskey Drink” (Macon/Broken Bow) jumps 17-14 (12.7 million, up 12%).
Aldeanaddshis 39thtop 10, and firstsince “Let Your Boys Be Country,” which
hit No. 3 in July. He first reached the region with the No. 10-peaking “Hick-
town” in 2005 and followed with his first of 25 chart-toppers, “Why,” in 2006.

JELLY ROLL TIES LONGEST REIGN Jelly Roll’s “Liar” (Bailee & Buddy/BMG/
Republic/Stoney Creek) dominates Country Airplay for a fourth frame, up 4%
to a new weekly best 32.5 million in audience. He matches his longest com-
mand, among seven consecutive No. 1s, encompassing all his entries dating
tohisfirstin 2022 — “Need a Favor” led for four weeksin 2023. “Liar” is the
first song by an artist with no other billed acts to rule for at least four weeks
since Shaboozey’s “A Bar Song (Tipsy)” ran up a seven-week tab at No. 1 last
August-September. @

MATTHEW BERINATO

AIRPLAY
MONITORED BY

MOST INCREASED AUDIENCE

GAIN
TITLE Imprint/Label Artist | (IN MILIONS)
HOMETOWN HOME BMG/Galaxy Label Group LOCASH | +1.738
I’'M THE PROBLEM Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Morgan Wallen | +1.582
THISTOWN'’S BEEN TOO GOOD TO US Curb Dylan Scott | +1.520
WHISKEY DRINK Macon/Broken Bow Jason Aldean | +1.376
WORST WAY Nashville Harbor Riley Green | +1.322
LIAR Bailee & Buddy/BMG/Republic/Stoney Creek Jelly Roll | +1.173
HOLY SMOKES Elektra/Warner Music Nashville/WEA Bailey Zimmerman | +1.083
FRIENDS LIKE THAT Night Train/Broken Bow John Morgan Featuring Jason Aldean | +0.992
| NEVER LIE Leo33 ZachTop | +0.981
FOREVER TO ME Warner Music Nashville/WMN Cole Swindell | +0.968
MOST INCREASED PLAYS
TITLE Imprint/Label Artist | GAIN
LIAR Bailee & Buddy/BMG/Republic/Stoney Creek Jelly Roll +554
I'M THE PROBLEM Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Morgan Wallen +511
HOMETOWN HOME BMG/Galaxy Label Group LOCASH +459
WORST WAY Nashville Harbor Riley Green +403
THISTOWN'’S BEEN TOO GOOD TO US Curb Dylan Scott +359
SHE HATES ME Capitol Nashville Dierks Bentley +298
WHISKEY DRINK Macon/Broken Bow Jason Aldean +294
BACKSEAT DRIVER Zone 4/RCA Nashville Kane Brown +274
COMING HOME Three Up Three Down/Columbia Nashville Old Dominion +273
FOREVER FROM HERE Monument Tigirlily Gold +268
RECURRENTS
THIS TOTAL AUD.
WEEK | TITLE Imprint/Label Artist | (INMILLIONS)
1 | A BAR SONG (TIPSY) American Dogwood/EMPIRE/Magnolia Music Shaboozey 19.434
2 | POUR ME A DRINK Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Post Malone Featuring Blake Shelton 17.241
3 | | HAD SOME HELP Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Post Malone Featuring Morgan Wallen 14.885
4 | BOYS BACK HOME PIA/Curb/Columbia Nashville Dylan Marlowe & Dylan Scott 14.519
5 | 1AM NOT OKAY Bailee & Buddy/BMG/Republic/Stoney Creek Jelly Roll 13.461
6 | GUY FORTHAT Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Post Malone Featuring Luke Combs 11.333
7 | MILES ON IT Joytime Collective/RCA Nashville ~ Marshmello & Kane Brown 9.203
8 | AUSTIN VERSION Ill/WWamer/AWMN Dasha 9.140
9 | COWGIRLS Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Morgan Wallen Featuring ERNEST 9.136
10 | WORLD ON FIRE RCA Nashville Nate Smith 8.416

WEEK ENDING MARCH 6, 2025

THIS | LAST |WKS ON TW | SPINS THIS | LAST |WKS ON TW | SPINS
WEEK | WEEK | CHART | TITLE (Label) ARTIST | SPINS | +/— WEEK | WEEK | CHART | TITLE (Label) ARTIST | SPINS | +/-
@ | 3 | 17 |WHOSETEQULAAREYOUDRINKIN' (Getoc) xox 1 Weckat Tk BillieJo | 1750 | 110 [ @ | 12 | 23 | STAINED YOUR CROWN (Independent Bart Crow Band | 1168 | -50

2 2 19 | AREYOU WITH ME (Independent) Case Hardin | 1714 | 78 @ 13 8 | WEST OF FT WORTH (Independent) Grant Gilbert | 1166 | 75
e 4 16 | BORDERLINE CRAZY (Independent) William Beckmann | 1583 | 29 @ 16 8 | SOMEWHERE INTEXAS (Independent) Tristan Roberson | 1116 | 125
o 5 15 | LUBBOCK (Independent) Flatland Cavalry | 1476 | 20 @ 15 7 | DRIVE (Independent) Jason Boland & The Stragglers | 1107 | 106
6 8 9 | SHEGOES GOOD WITH TEQUILA (Independent) Brian Mars | 1403 | 104 15 1 25 | HILL COUNTRY HOME (Independent) Kyle Park | 1082 | -603
e 7 24 | HER WAY AIN'T THE HIGHWAY (Independent) Jake Bush | 1396 | 77 16 14 19 | AUSTIN ANYMORE (Independent) Brandi Behlen | 1004 | 1

7 6 25 | ONE MORE FOR THE RIDE (Independent) Ryder Grimes | 1385 -19 0 18 15 | WHAT'S LEFT OF MY HEART (No Big Deal) Reckless Kelly | 967 | 36
e 10 9 | ABILENE (LuckySky Music) Tori Martin | 1310 | 57 @ 25 5 | DAMN BABY (Independent) Bubba Westly | 945 | 169

9 9 19 | GOOD AGAIN, AMEN (Independent) KellerCox | 1299 | 8 @ 20 7 | THEWORKING MAN (Independent) Cody Jinks | 944 | 68
@ 1 9 | 5T09 (Independent) Hudson Westbrook | 1267 | 28 @ 21 9 | BUCKLE OR THE BRIDE (Independent) Caleb Young | 888 | 43

Texas Regional Radio Report Top 100 is compiled from weekly online playlist reports from 86 radio stations located in Texas and surrounding states, including reports from specialty
shows, internet and satellite radio outlets. Songs are ranked by total plays. For tracking, complete chart methodology and more information, visit www.texasregionalradio.com, or

contact Dave Smith at 972-252-8777. Copyright 2025, Texas Regional Radio Report
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billboard Country Airplay ™
s | tast Vglﬁs AUDIENCE (IN MILLIONS) PLAYS
week | week | ciart | TITLE Imprint/Label Artist |  THIS weEK - THIS WEEK - RANK
o 1 17 | LIAR Bailee & Buddy/BMG/Republic/Stoney Creek * % No. 1(4 Weeks) *x* Jelly Roll 32.543 +1.173 9177 554 1
2 3 20 | LOVE SOMEBODY Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Morgan Wallen | 25.681 -1.457 6681 -276 4
3 2 33 | IAIN'T SAYIN’ MCA Nashville Jordan Davis | 25.472 -2.202 7531 -688 2
4 4 34 | HIGH ROAD YellaBush/Columbia/RECORDS Nashville Koe Wetzel & Jessie Murph 24.207 -0.725 6355 -192 6
e 5 40 | HOMETOWN HOME BMG/Galaxy Label Group * % Most Increased Audience * % LOCASH | 24.092 +1.738 7138 459 3
G 6 23 | I'M GONNA LOVEYOU CoJo/Warner Music Nashville/Capitol Nashville/WMN ~ Cody Johnson & Carrie Underwood | 20.891 +0.540 6428 244 5
o 8 52 | THISTOWN’'S BEENTOO GOODTO US Curb Dylan Scott | 19.676 +1.520 5719 359 7
e 9 47 | FOREVERTO ME Warner Music Nashville/WMN Cole Swindell 18.647 +0.968 5346 177 8
e 10 | 21 | INEVERLIE Leo33 ZachTop | 18.024 +0.981 5249 193 9
@ 12 | 46 | FRIENDS LIKETHAT Night Train/Broken Bow John Morgan Featuring Jason Aldean 16.838 +0.992 5248 177 10
m 1 16 | TEXAS Ten Point/Wheelhouse Blake Shelton 16.024 +0.102 5043 89 1
@ 13 5 I'MTHE PROBLEM Mercury/Republic/Big Loud Morgan Wallen 15.952 +1.582 4717 511 12
@ 14 | 38 | HOLY SMOKES Elektra/Warner Music Nashville/WEA Bailey Zimmerman 13.547 +1.083 4175 252 13
@ 17 | 32 | WHISKEY DRINK Macon/Broken Bow Jason Aldean | 12.686 +1.376 3815 294 15
@ 15 | 29 | AM I OKAY? Megan Moroney/Columbia/Columbia Nashville Megan Moroney 12.232 +0.162 4015 190 14
@ 16 | 18 | TOUGH PEOPLE Patoka Sounds/Lyric Ridge/Stoney Creek Drew Baldridge 11.961 +0.063 3668 -6 16
17 | 18 | 34 | JUSTTO SAY WE DID Biue Chair/Warner Music Nashville/WEA Kenny Chesney | 10.274 -0.228 3464 -98 17
@ 19 | 18 | BACKSEAT DRIVER Zone 4/RCA Nashville Kane Brown 9.917 +0.893 3385 274 19
@ 20 | 36 | COMING HOME Three Up Three Down/Columbia Nashville Old Dominion 9.378 +0.500 3419 273 18
@ 21 | 10 | WEREN'T FORTHEWIND SAWGOD/Columbia/Triple Tigers %% Airpower * % Ella Langley 8.148 +0.412 2569 52 20
@ 22 | 32 | TRUCK ON FIRE Big Machine Carly Pearce 6.893 +0.666 2384 100 23
@ 23 | 26 | PARK Hubbard House/EMI Nashville Tyler Hubbard 6.479 +0.566 2195 21 24
@ 24 | 49 | SINGLE AGAIN The Core/Universal Music Canada/Mercury Nashville Josh Ross 6.343 +0.817 2483 158 21
@ 26 | 13 | WORSTWAY Nashville Harbor Riley Green 6.078 +1.322 1861 403 27
@ 25 | 37 | COWBOYS CRYTOO Black River Kelsea Ballerini & Noah Kahan 5.734 +0.253 2413 93 22
@ 28 | 37 | THIS HEART Combustion Masters/RCA Nashville Corey Kent 5.131 +0.763 171 222 30
@ 29 | 39 | FALL OF SUMMER Triple Tigers Scotty McCreery 4.803 +0.465 1970 83 26
@ 27 | 49 | LIFEWITHYOU Curb Kelsey Hart 4.791 +0.317 2080 80 25
@ 30 | 29 | COUNTRY HOUSE MCA Nashville Sam Hunt 4.500 +0.381 1817 12 28
@ 32 | 26 | FRIDAY NIGHT HEARTBREAKER Capitol Nashville Jon Pardi 3.977 +0.283 1690 71 31
COUNTRY AIRPLAY CHART LEGEND
RANKINGS BULLETS RECURRENTS MOST INCREASED AUDIENCE

Country Airplay is ranked by
total audience impressions

for the week ending Sunday
based on monitored airplay

by Mediabase of 145 stations
by Luminate. Audience totals
on the chart are derived, in
part, using certain Nielsen
Audio-copyrighted Persons
12+ audience estimates (under
license © 2025, Nielsen Audio).
The list of all Country Airplay
chart reporters can be viewed
in Luminate’s online platform.

TIES

On Country Airplay, if two
songs are tied in audience, the
song with the larger increase in
audience is placed first.

Awarded on Country Airplay
to titles gaining audience

or remaining flat from the
previous week. A song

will also receive a bullet

if its percentage loss in
audience does not exceed
the percentage of monitored
station downtime for the
format. Titles that decline

in audience but increase in
detections will also receive
a bullet if the total audience
erosion for the week does not
exceed 3%.

On Country Airplay, descending
titles below No. 10 in either
audience or detections are
moved to recurrent after 20
weeks, provided that they

are not still gaining enough
audience points to bullet or if
they rank below No. 10 and
post a third consecutive week
of (non-bulleted) audience
decline, regardless of total
chart weeks. Plus, songs that
ascend to a peak between Nos.
1 and 5 will remain on the
chart for one additional week
even if dropping below No. 10.

HOT SHOT DEBUT
Awarded to the highest-ranking
new entry on Country Airplay.

Most Increased Audience on
Country Airplay lists the songs
with the greatest week-to-week
increases in total audience.

AIRPOWER

Awarded on Country Airplay to
titles ranking inside top 20 in
plays and audience rankings for
the first time, with increases in
both plays and audience.

BREAKER

Awarded on Country Airplay
to titles achieving airplay (at
least one detection) at 60% of
reporting stations for the first
time.

© 2025 Billboard Media, LLC
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billboardCountry Airplay =
s | tast Vglﬁs AUDIENCE (IN MILLIONS) PLAYS

week | week | ciart | TITLE Imprint/Label Artist |  THIS weEK - THIS WEEK - RANK
@ 31 | 17 | FIXWHATYOU DIDN'T BREAK RCA Nashville Nate Smith 3.921 +0.171 1517 92 32
@ 34 | 24 | HEAVENSTO BETSY Big Machine Jackson Dean 3.510 +0.131 1723 136 29
@ 33 8 | STRAIGHT LINE Hit Red/Capitol Nashville Keith Urban 3.382 -0.031 961 2 40
@ 35 | 16 | COUNTRY SONG CAME ON Capitol Nashville Luke Bryan 3.246 +0.041 1424 121 33
@ 36 | 25 | WHAT KINDA MAN MCA Nashville Parker McCollum 3.200 +0.101 1355 57 35
@ 38 | 39 | EVERYTHING | NEED 19/Wheelhouse Chayce Beckham 3.066 +0.358 1393 47 34
@ 37 5 I DAREYOU Big Machine Rascal Flatts & Jonas Brothers 2.971 +0.127 1335 10 36
@ 39 6 GOOD NEWS American Dogwood/EMPIRE/Magnolia Music Shaboozey 2.929 +0.313 1188 144 37
@ 41 3 | AFTERALLTHE BARS ARE CLOSED Fifty-One/Forty-Nine/Valory Thomas Rhett 2.621 +0.575 1040 188 38
@ 44 3 | SHE HATES ME Capitol Nashville Dierks Bentley 2.476 +0.851 973 298 39
41 42 19 | RELAPSE 717/Warner/WEA Warren Zeiders 1.944 -0.052 899 -31 42
42 | 40 | 27 | BONES Triple Tigers Russell Dickerson 1.918 -0.282 825 -195 45
@ 43 | 16 | WOULD IF 1 COULD Mercury/Republic/Big Loud ERNEST 1.636 -0.008 894 54 43
44 | 45 6 | ITWON'T BE LONG RECORDS Nashville George Birge 1.580 -0.040 922 -39 41
@ a7 8 | 10-90 Stancaster/Thirty Tigers/Big Machine Muscadine Bloodline 1.542 +0.152 586 a7 53
46 | 46 | 16 | BETTERTHANYOU Quartz Hill/Stone Country Joe Nichols / Annie Bosko 1.479 -0.039 853 -12 44
@ 53 6 | INDIGO Lockeland Springs/Atlantic/Magnolia Music Sam Barber Featuring Avery Anna 1.322 +0.374 598 118 52
@ 48 | 23 | TRUCK STILLWORKS Loaded Goat/EMI Nashville Brad Paisley 1.273 -0.027 662 19 49
@ 49 | 11 | TIME'STICKING Valory Justin Moore 1.254 +0.065 822 42 46
@ 51 9 COWGIRL Stoney Creek Parmalee 1.171 +0.095 717 21 48
51 | 50 | 14 | DARLIN’ Warner Music Nashville/WAR Chase Matthew 1.109 -0.054 625 2 50
52 | 52 | 13 | GOLDEN CHILD Riser House Meghan Patrick 0.946 -0.060 778 -7 47
@ 55 9 | WOLVES CRY Average Joes Bryan Martin 0.935 +0.209 501 32 55
@ 56 4 BETTER ME FORYOU (BROWN EYES) Fugitive Recordings/Magnolia Music Max McNown 0.812 +0.114 610 13 51
@ 59 3 | ENDS OFTHE EARTH RECORDS/Columbia/RECORDS Nashville Ty Myers 0.720 +0.185 174 18 -
@ 57 5 HUNG UP ONYOU Republic Nashville/Mercury Nashville Bryce Leatherwood 0.658 -0.008 403 4 60
57 | 54 | 15 | |1 COULD BETHAT RAIN Warner Music Nashville/WMN Randall King 0.656 -0.078 448 -60 58
@ RUN Vanner/Republic/Big Loud % Hot Shot Debut ** Miranda Lambert 0.651 +0.222 456 180 57
@ WISHYOU WELL Music Soup/Interscope/MCA Nashville Vincent Mason 0.638 +0.277 an 222 59
@ FOREVER FROM HERE Monument %% Breaker %% Tigirlily Gold 0.578 +0.305 544 268 54

Trace Adkins performed new single “What Color’s Your Wild” ina
March 5 appearance on NBC's Today. From left: NBC personality Craig
Melvin, Adkins and NBC personalities Dylan Dreyer and Al Roker.

Chase Matthew was the subject of a Feb. 26 screening of the six-part
MAVTYV docuseries Chase’n. From left: Ignition Management co-
founder Ken Madson, Warner Music Nashville co-chair/co-president
Gregg Nadel, Matthew, WMN co-chair/co-president Cris Lacy and
Ignition Management co-founder Loyd Potts.

DAVID BRADLEY
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WOMEN IN MUSIC

On March 22, Billboard will publish its highly anticipated Women in Music special issue, featuring top women

in the music business who are creating excitement and making their mark across labels and in publishing
and touring.

Coinciding with this issue will be the Women in Music awards ceremony on March 29. The event will bring together

music's most prominent women artists and the industry’s top women business executives to recognize and celebrate
their achievements.

Take this opportunity to congratulate the most powerful and talented women in music and wish them
continued success.
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East Coast: Joe Maimone | joe.maimone@billboard.com
Southeast: Lee Ann Photoglo | laphotoglo@gmail.com
Latin: Marcia Olival | marciaolival29@gmail.com
Touring & West Coast: Cynthia Mellow | cmellow615@gmail.com
International: Ryan O’'Donnell | rodonnell@pmc.com
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TOM ROLAND

Jordan Davis was the subject of the Feb. 27 edition of the Amazon
Presents: Country Heat podcast. He's joined by hosts Kelly Sutton (left)
and Amber Anderson.

RANDY TRAVIS BIOPIC DUE

Country Music Hall of Famer Randy Travis’ life and career will be spotlighted
inthe upcoming biopic Forever and Ever, Amen, which will also star his fellow
country singer Clay Walker.

Travis announced the project on March 5 during an appearance at the
Grand Ole Opry.

The filmis currently being cast by Anne McCarthy, Kellie Roy and Mor-
gan Robbins at Engine Casting; the role of Travis
will be portrayed by three actors. Walker will play
Travisin his 40s and 50s, while casting is under-
way for actors to portray him as a child (around
9-12 yearsold) and at 20-30 years old, according
to the pressrelease.

Writer-director Andrew Hyattwill direct from
his own script, while Travis and his wife, Mary
Travis, will serve as executive producers along-
side Walker.

“We’ve been approached many times through
the years about doing a movie ... but the timing or
team has never felt quite as good as it feels right

now,” Randy Travis said in a statement. “With Clay on our side and the cre-
ative direction he and the producers have, I feel good about telling my story
through this medium.”

Walker added: “Randy Travis is the voice of a generation and one of the
greatest country singers of all time. I am truly honored to be a part of this
project and cannot believe I get to play one of my heroes.”

—Jessica Nicholson

RADIO & RECORDS®

Sony Music Nashville and Provident Entertainment hired senior vp of busi-
ness and legal affairs Lauren Kilgore. She was previously a shareholder at
the Buchalterlaw firm ... Indie label Leo33 added marketing coordinator Jo-
seph Manzo and director of business intelligence Ana Shabeer. Manzo was
previously a WMA marketing strategy manager; Shabeer consulted Audio
Chateau for six months in Nashville after moving from New York, where she
was a DefJam senior director of promotion analytics. Reach Manzo here and
Shabeer here ... Cumulus/Des Moines, Iowa, welcomed vp/market manager
Adam Dobbins, who was formerly Walnut Media/Omaha, Neb., director of
sales. The Des Moines cluster includes country KHKI and KJJY ... SiriusXM
hired Scott Walker asits chief advertising revenue officer, Adweek.comre-
ported. Walker replaces retiring John Trimble after working previously as
AdsWizz senior vp ... Joe Bell joined SummitMedia as senior vp of sales, ac-
cording to RadioInk.com, after serving as Beasley/Philadelphia vp/market
manager ... CBS News launched a one-minute morning-drive platform, The

CBS Country Daily Dirt,on March 3, RadioInk.com reported. The program
ishosted by KFGE Lincoln, Neb., personality Brooke Summers ... A round of
cuts at numerous Audacy stations led to the departures of WPAW Greens-
boro, N.C., morning host Dale O’Brian and KWJJ Portland, Ore., afternoon
talent Jaime “JT” Tanchyk, according to RadioInsight.com ... Bonneville/
Sacramento, Calif., senior vp/market manager Steve Cottingim will retire
in April after 45 yearsin broadcasting, RadioInsight.com reported. Affected
stations include country KNCI.

'ROUND THE ROW

Black River Publishing promoted Sarah Hudspeth to creative manager from
coordinator. Reach her here ... Jody Williams Songs upped Nina Jenkins Fisher
to vp/GM from senior director of creative and boosted Tenasie Courtright
to creative director from manager ... Peachtree Entertainment added two
executives: Marty Elliott joins as vp of university relations following a
run as Ready Room Collective talent buyer, and Andrew Goldberg takes
over as vp of strategic partnerships following his work as Danny Wimmer
Presents senior director of strategic partnerships ... Kinkead Entertainment
added all-male burlesque outfit RanchHands Cowboylesque toits booking
roster ... Americanaartist Connor Daly tapped Burning Ground Entertainment
for management ... Alan Jackson, Keith Urban, Alison Krauss & Union
Station, Ricky Skaggs, Post Malone and Jamey Johnson are among the acts
added tothelineup for Opry 100: A Live Celebration, a three-hour NBC special
that will air live March 19 from the Grand Ole Opry House ... Luke Combs
will be inducted into the Music City Walk of Fame on March 20. A scheduling
issue prevented his induction last fall ... CMT unveiled the 2025 class in its
Next Women of Country program: Alexandra Kay, Dasha, Kaitlin Butts, Kat
Luna, Lanie Gardner, Meghan Patrick and MORIAH. Each of them will be
featured in aninterview with Lauren Alaina onthe CMT Hot 20 Countdown
March 8-9...Garth Brooks’ The Anthology Part V: The Comeback, The First Five
Yearswill be published April 4. The bookis a multimedia project that includes
six CDs featuring 66 songs, alongside the text and more than 150 previously
unpublished photos ... Folds of Honor hosts its annual Rock ‘n’ Jock Celebrity
Softball Game on June 2 at Nashville’s First Horizon Park... Bobby Bones & The
Raging Idiotsraised $221,000 for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital with
their eighth Million Dollar Show at Nashville’s Ryman Auditorium on March 4.
Thelineup included Miranda Lambert, Bailey Zimmerman, George Birge,
Tracy Lawrence and Clint Black, among others ... Former Grand Ole Opry
promotions manager/publicist Jerry Strobel, 84, died Feb. 24 in Nashville.
He spent 30 years with the Opry and radio station WSM-AM, becoming the
Opry House manager and playing a role in the development of Fan Fair. Go
here for a complete obituary. @

George Birge (center) celebrated his No. 1 Country Airplay single
“Cowboy Songs” with radio supporters during a Feb. 18 party at Legends
Corner in Nashville. Joining him are RECORDS Nashville executive vp of
promotion and commercial strategy Josh Easler (left) and Sony Music
Canada director of national radio promotion Warren Copnick.
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Behind every artist, songwriter and music producer is a
trusted group of advisers who provide guidance,
advice and negotiate deals. Billboard's 10th annual
Top Music Lawyers list will recognize the biggest
names and most prominent legal minds in the world of
music and entertainment law. They are the deal-
makers behind the major contracts and lawsuits in the
music industry.

This feature will also include a round-up of top law
schools attended by the notable alumni on the premier
Music Lawyers list.

Join us in congratulating the 2025 most powerful music
lawyers. Advertise to present your law firm to
Billboard's influential subscribers, which include A-list
artists, artist managers, business managers and label,
publishing and touring executives
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billboardCountry Airplay Index

TITLE Publishing-Licensing Org.
(Songwriter) Chart Position

10-90 Azalea Bloom Publihing, BMI/Summit Drive
Publishing, BMI/Kendell Marvel Publishing Designee, SESAC
(G.S.Stanton, C-Muncaster, K. Marvel) 45

AFTER ALL THE BARS ARE CLOSED
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Be A Light
Publishing, BMI/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/John Byron
Music, BMI/Goat Isfand Bay Music, BMI/Songs By 10K HRS
Publishing, BMI/3117 Music, ASCAP/Kobalt Songs Music
Publishing LLC, ASCAP (Thomas Rhett, J.C.Bunetta, JByron, JFree,
JKHindlin) 39

AM 1 OKAY'? Sony Timber Pubhshin(ﬁSESAC/
Georgiamo Music, SESAC/Concord Global Music, GMR/
Songs 0f (N, GMR/Crawford Mercer Music, SESAC/Big Music
Machine, BMI/B|%3 Ass Pile Of Dimes Music, BMI (M Moroney,

LLaird, JJDillon) T5

BACKSEAT DRIVER Sony (ross Keys Publishing,
ASCAP/Songs Of Black River Music, ASCAP/Me Gusta Music,
BMI/Songs Of Combustion Five, BMI/Seeker From The
Speaker Music, BMI/On Cor Music, BMI (J.Davis, JWalker) 18

BETTER ME FOR YOU 7BROWN EYES)
Songs From The Penalty Box, BMI/Max McNown Music, BMI/
Carver Music Publishing, ASCAP/Tunes Of King Pen, BMI/
Ready Set Publishing, BMI (MMcNown, JKenney, TK Dabbs) 54

BETTER THAN YOU Universal Music Corp., ASCAP/
Brumby Cooper Otis Music, ASCAP/Spirit Nashville Two
Crescendo, ASCAP/Pickin Padre Music, ASCAP/Fluid Tunes,
ASCAP (DGeorge, JPierce) 46

BONES (oncord Copyrights, BMI/Big Hits N Gravy, BMI/
Concord Tunes, SESAC/Card Tables Music, SESAC/Hang Your
Hat Hits, SESAC/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/
HOME Teamn Harmonies, BMI/Tunes Of TrailerParker, BMI/
Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI/Family Farm Songs, BMI (R.
Dickerson, C.LaCorte, PWelling, C.McGill) 42

COMING HOME W( Music Corp,, ASCAP/Bird And
Bean Music, ASCAP/Twelveb Dogwood, ASCAP/Trevor's
Advocate Publishing, ASCAP/Tiny Handstand, ASCAP/
Sharkules Music, ASCAP/More MeGusta Music, ASCAP/
Universal Music Corp., ASCAP/Turs And Chorus, ASCAP/
Warner Geo Met Ric Music, GMR/Art of CTM Music Outlander
LP GMR/Smackworld Music, GMR (MRamsey; T Rosen, W.Sellers,
G.Sprung, B Tursi, SMcAnally) 19

COUNTRY HOUSE Tuelvet Red Oak Songs, BMI/
Still Between The Pines, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing
Corp., BMI/EMI Blackwood Music Inc., BMI/Katie In The Sky
With Diamonds, BMI/Sony Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/
Songs For Indy And Owl, ASCAP/Works Of CMT Outlander,
GMR (MLotten, RCopperman, J.Osborne, S.L.Hunt) 29

COUNTRY SONG CAME ON Sony Tree
Publishing, BMI/Songs Of Tuckaway Music, BMI/Songs Of
Smack, BMI/Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America,
Inc, BMI/Sony Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Party Of 3
Songs, ASCAP/Southend Kid Music, ASCAP (D.Alley, R Beaver,
N.AMedley) 34

COWBOYS CRY TOO Sony (foss Kegs Publishing,
ASCAP/Feel Your Way Through Pubhshm% ASCAP/W.CM.
Music Corp., SESAC/Vandeezy Songs, SESAC/Songs Of
Rhythm House Black, SESAC/Sony Allegro, ASCAP/Secret
Meadow Songs, ASCAP (K Ballerini, AVanderheym, N.Kahan) 25

COWGIRL Tileyard Music Publishing Ltd., PRS/
Sentric Music Ltd., PRS/Reservoir 416, BMI/33 Creative,
BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/NewManiac Music North,
SOCAN/VaughnCo Music Publishing Inc., PRS/Cooking
Vinyl Publishing Ltd., PRS/Thomas Frank Ridley Horsley
Publishing Designee, PRS/8936 Music, BMI/Parmalee
Music Publishing, BMI (D.Lews, D.Fanning, PD.Newman, R.Jay;
TFR Horsley, MThomas, B.Knox, J.McSwain, S.Thomas) 50

DARLIN’ Hunter Huff Publishing Designee, BMI/Ciaran
Wilkie Publishing Designee, BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/
Verse 2, BMI/Droptime Music, BMI/Chase Matthew Music
Publishing, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/
Bridge 1 Music, BMI (A Maxwell, Chase Matthew, HHuff, CWikie) 51

ENDS OF THE EARTH Ty Myers Publishing
Designee, BMI (T Myers) 55

EVERYTHING | NEED Songs By 19 Publishing,
BMI/BMG Platinum Songs US, BMI/Universal Music Corp.,
AS(AP/Brumlb\X Cooper Otis Music, ASCAP/Sony Tree
Publishing, BMI/Rudy Rocks The USA, BMI (C.Beckham,
JPierce, LRimes) 36

FALL OF SUMMER Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI/
Dagum Music, BMI/Songs Of Spirit One Nashville, BMI/
Tunes Of Fluid 11, BMI/Heavy Lefty Music, BMI/Spirit Two
Music Crescendo, ASCAP/Fluid Tunes, ASCAP/Spirit Vault

Songs, ASCAP/Songs of Spirit Il Nashville, ASCAP/FluidTunes

Il, A (AP/Bur\eg/ Bishop Music, ASCAP/Beats By Baby

Brent, ASCAP (5.

BAnderson) 21

FIX WHAT YOU DIDN’T BREAK Sony (ross
Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Coreent Music, ASCAP/Master
0f My Domain Music, ASCAP/Poppy’s Picks, ASCAP/Sony
Tree Publishing, BMI/Rudy Rocks The USA, BMI/Warner-
Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/TDP Publishing, BMI/
}Lh&s Fr(}r;]l The Tape Room, BMI (N.Smith, AG.Gorley, T.Phillips,
Rimes

FOREVER FROM HERE Smack Back Music, BMI/

Sleighbells Ring Pubhshmgq, BMI/Lily Lyrics Publishing,
BMI?Me Gusta Music, BMI/Songs Of CTM Publishing, BMI/
Smack Attack Music, SESAC/Melodies Of (TM Outlander,
SESAC/Nash And Stella Songs, SESAC/Me Gusta Music,
SESAC/W.CM. Music Corp., SESAC/King Pen Songs, SESAC/Art
of (TM Music Outlander LP, GMR/Warner Geo Met Ric Music,
GMR/Smackworld Music, GMR (K.J.Slaubaugh, K.J.Slaubaugh,
S.McAnally, PCGood) 60

FOREVER TO ME Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/Colden
Rainey Music, BMI/Songs Of Universal, Inc.,, BMI/Hold On Can
| Get A Number T Music, BMI/Long And Curly Entertainment,
BMI/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane
Publishing Corp., BMI (C.Swindel, G.James, RHBlock) 8

FRIDAY NIGHT HEARTBREAKER (oncord
(opynghts, BMI/Jomil 10 Music, BMI/Cascade Road Songs,
ASCAPWC Music Corp., ASCAP/Tompkins Family Vacation,
ASCAP/Big Music Machine, BMI/Big Ass Pile Of Dimes
Music, BMI/I Finally Got Some Publishing, BMI/The Buffalo
Catalogue, BMI (JMiller, C.Tompkins, J.J.Dillon, D.Ross, R.J.Hurd) 30

FRIENDS LIKE THAT Triple Play Music, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Songs For
Margo, ASCAP/Sea Gayle Pub House Publishing, ASCAP/
Music Of The Corn, ASCAP/WC Music Corp., ASCAP/
WritersonthecornPublishing, BMI/Wild Willy Music, ASCAP/
Ksway Publishing, BMI (/.Morgan, B.Anderson, W.L.Bundy,
LVaughan) 10

GOLDEN CHILD Anthem Entertainment B, SOCAN/
Iron Songbird Publishing B, BMI/Jackoby Songs Il, BMI/
Anthem Music Publishing 1, BMI/Sweet Baby RuRu Songs,
BMI/World For Aaron Eshuis Concord Alto (C1, ASCAP (M
Patrick, J.Hyde, A Eshuis) 52

GOOD NEWS WC Music Corp., ASCAP/S2 Songs LLC,
BMI/Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI Range Media Partners LLC,
ASCAP/Essancy Music Publishing, ASCAP/Torrey Songs, BMI/
Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI/BMG
Rights Management %UK) Ltd., PRS/Paco Place Songs, BMI
(COChibueze, N.Sastry, S.C.Cook, JTorrey, MR Pollack, ROMANS) 38

HEAVENS TO BETSY Little Louder Songs, BMI/
Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI/Well
That Was Awkward Music, BMI/Big Music Machine, BMI/Sony
Tree Publishing, BMI/Songs Of Tu(kawar Music, BMI/Daddy’s
Home Music, BMI/Songs Of Harpeth Valley, BMI/Warner-
Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI (..Dean, B.Davis, DWilliams) 32

HIGH ROAD Yellabush Music, BMI/Sony Songs LLC,
BMI/Kenny + Betty Tunes, LLC, ASCAP/WC Music Corp.,
ASCAP/Gabe Simon Pub Designee, ASCAP/Escondido House
Publishing, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.,
BMI/Jessie Murph Publishing Designee, BMI/Millicent Hill
Music, BMI/Big Music Machine, BMI/Josh Serrato Publishing
Designee, ASCAP (RWetzel, AR Allen, G.Simon, C.Karpingn,
JMurph, LJVeltz, J Serrato) 4

HOLY SMOKES Bailey Zimmerman Publishing, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/I Fart Creations,
BMI/Concord (opgnghts, BM\%ms s Chromatic Music, BMI/
MTROOM, SEASAC/Melodies Of CTM Qutlander, SESAC/Dead
Aim Music, BMI/Lil Sebastian Music, BMI/Songs Of Kobalt
Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI (AR Shawn, B.Zimmerman,
BM.Stennis, L Hungate, MTyler) 13

HOMETOWN HOME BMG Platinum Songs US,
BMI/Webslinger Publishing, BMI/Lovelegend Songs, BMI/
Concord Boulevard, ASCAP/Concord Sounds, ASCAP/Relative
Red Music, BMI/Bigger Bendable Music, BM\/Sory Tree
Publishing, BMI (CLucas, PC.Brust, AAlbert, Z Abend) 5

HUNG UP ON YOU Blue Suede Boost Music, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Better Boat Music,
BMI/WC Music Corp., ASCAP (B.Lay, JMiddleton, N.AMedley) 56

1 AIN’T SAYIN’ (oncord Copyrights, BMI/Creative Pulse
Music, BMI/Trash Man Songs, SOCAN/Highway 76 Sonas,
BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publ|§h\ng Corp., BMI/Jett Wilde
Songs, BMI/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/Bid Dill Songs LLC,
SOCAN (T.PWood, SMoakler, M.L.Holman, E.Reid) 3

CMcCreery, MCriswell, F.Rogers, D.George,

| COULD BE THAT RAIN Brian Fuller Publishing
Designee, BMI/Songs Of Deluge Music, BMI/Mason Thornley
Songs, BMI (B Fuller MAThorniey) 57

1 DARE YOU Nick Jonas Publishing, BMI/PWZ
Publishing House, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing
Corp,, BMI/Shay Mooney Music, BMI/Seven Peaks Music,
ASCAP/8Sixteen Music, ASCAP (N.J.Jonas, Tommy English,
S.Mooney, DWhitmore, Jr) 31

I’'M GONNA LOVE YOU Meaux Mercy, BMI/
Moody Producer Music, BMI/Capitol (MG Paragon, BMI/
Concord Road, BMI/Stars And Stripes And Maple Leaf Music,
BMI/Crack The Glass Songs, BMI/P'm About To Go RED On
Ya Music, BMI/Anthem Music Publishing I, BMI/Sony Tree
Publishing, BMI (C.Stevens, K Archer, TDenning) 6

I’'M THE PROBLEM Honey Hole Publishing, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Em Dog Music,
BMI/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/Jamie McLauglin Publishing
Designee, BMI/Sony Songs LLC, BMI (MC\Wallen, GJW.Block,
JMcLaughlin, EX.Smith, Charlie Handsome) 12

INDIGO Sam Barber Music Publishing, BMI/Warner-
Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Sparky Sky Songs, BMI/To
AT Creative, BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/Tape Room Hits,
BMI/Firebird Country Tunes, BMI/Oakdale Market Publishing,
BMI (SR Barber, AAnna, A Sheridan) 47

1 NEVER LIE Rio Bravo Music, Inc.,, BMI/Zach Top Music,
BMI/Too Broke To Quit Music, BMI/Sony Tree Pubhshm%, BMI/
Music And Magazines Publishing, BMI (ZTop, C.Chamberlain,
TNichols) 9

IT WON’T BE LONG Big Machine, ASCAP/Liz
Rose Music, LLC, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.,
BMI/Songs Of Universal, Inc.,, BMI/Songs Of Wild Cat Well
Music, BMI/Sony Countryside, BMI (GBirge, J.A.Fox, C.McGill,
TAnderson) 44

JUST TO SAY WE DID Songs 0f Universal, Inc.,
BMI/Basuare Music, BMI/Old Desperados, LLC, ASCAP/
N2D Publishing Company, Inc., ASCAP/Carol Vincent And
Associates, LLC, ASCAP/Songsofbj, ASCAP/WC Music Corp.,
ASCAP/Super B\% Music, ASCAP/M Drag Songs, ASCAP (K.
Chesney, D.L Murphy, Brett James, M Dragstrem) 17

|

LIAR Bailee’s Ballads, BMI/BMG Platinum Songs US, BMI/
Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/Tape Room Hits, BMI/Ben There
Wrote That Publishing, BMI/Artist 101 Publishing Group, BMI/
Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI/Sony
(ross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Master Of My Domain Music,
ASCAP/Poppy’s Picks, ASCAP/TDP Publishing, BMI/Warner-
Tamerlane Pubhshm% Corp., BMI/Hits From The Tape Room,
BMI (J.B.DeFord, B.J.Johnson, AG.Gorley, TPhillips) 1

LIFE WITH YOU Mike Curb Music, BMI/Hits From
The Hart, BMI/Curb Songs, ASCAP/Indeciso Publishing,
LLC, ASCAP/Smackville Music, ASCAP/Kobalt Som];_s Music
Publishing LLC, ASCAP/CTM Qutlander Music Publishing,
ASCAP/Concord Boulevard, ASCAP (K Hart, K. Schlienger,
S.Stepakoff) 28

LOVE SOMEBODY Warner-Tamerlane Publishing
Corp., BMI/Honey Hole Publishing, BMI/Big Loud Mountain
LLC, BMI/John Byron Music, BMI/Sony Cross Keys Publishing,
ASCAP/Master Of My Domain Music, ASCAP/Poppy’s Picks,
ASCAP/131T7 Music, ASCAP/Elof Loelv Publishing Designee,
ASCAP/LMC s The Place For Me Publishing, ASCAP/Sony
Songs LLC, BMI/Stellar Sun Songs, ASCAP/Famous Virgins,
Inc., SOCAN/Regicide Entertainment, SOCAN (MCWallen,
JByron, AGGorley, J K Hindlin, E.Loely, Charlie Handsome, N.JGale,
M Sorbara, SC.Frank, S.F.R Mastroianni, YGruzman) 2

PARK T Tree Music, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing
Corp., BMI/Songs For The Munch Music, BMI/Songs 0f
Influence, BMI/Sony Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Master
0f My Domain Music, ASCAP/Poppy’s Picks, ASCAP/Georgia
Song Vibez, ASCAP/WC Music Corp., ASCAP (TR Hubbard,
JFrasure, AG.Gorley, C.Smith) 22

RELAPSE Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/PA
Cowboy Music, BMI/Rarre Publishing Worldwide, BMI/Songs
0f Back Block Publishing, BMI (W.Zeiders, B.Pendergrass) 41

RUN Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/Pink Dog Publishing, BMI
(MLambert) 58

SHE HATES ME Sony (ross Keys Pubhshing, ASCAP/
DudeTunes, ASCAP/Master Of My Domain Music, ASCAP/
Poppy’s Picks, ASCAP/Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI/Family
Farm Songs, BMI/Music Of CTM Outlander Music LP, BMI/
Smackshot Music, BMI/Katie In Paris, BMI/Stereo Supersonic
Music, ASCAP/Jordan Rocks Music, ASCAP §D.Bentley,

R Copperman, AG.Gorley, C.McGill, JC.Allen, W.Scantlin) 40

SINGLE AGAIN W.CM. Music Corp, SESAC/Situation
Songs, SESAC/Warner Geo Met Ric Music, GMR/Allen Hill
Songs, GMR/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/The
Core Publishing, LLC, BMI/Josh Ross Publishing Designee,
BMI/Real Bad Songs, SESAC (J.Ross, J.AFox, B.Rempel) 23

STRAIGHT LINE Songs 0f Universal, Inc., BMI/
MAROMA Music, BMI/Family Farm Songs, BMI/Twelveb
Dogwood, ASCAP/JFlow Records & Tapes, ASCAP/WC Music
Corp., ASCAP/Sir Greg Wells Songs, ASCAP/Kobalt Songs
Music Publishing LLC, ASCAP (K.Urban, C.McGil, J Flowers,
GMWells) 33

TEXAS Songs 0f Smack, BMI/CTM Publishing, BMI/
Songs Of Kobalt Music Pubhshm? America, Inc., BMI/
Universal Music Corp., ASCAP/Kyle Sturrock Music, ASCAP/
Smackworks Music, SESAC/Melodies Of (TM Outlander,
SESAC/Kobalt Group Publishing, SESAC (JClawson, K Sturrock,
JDorr, LGuzman) 1

THIS HEART Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.,
BMI/Madfun Music, BMI/Oconee River Bank Music, BMI/
Bollingersey Shore, SESAC/T Vill Music, BMI/Speakers Go
Boom Songs, BMI/Goat Island Bay Music, BMI/Peertunes,
Ltd., SESAC/Tytanium Music, SESAC/Melodies Of (TM
QOutlander, SESAC (T Archer, W.B.Bollinger, J A Hackworth,
MTyler) 26

THIS TOWN’S BEEN TOO GOOD TO US
Curb Songs, ASCAP/Sony Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/
Master Of My Domain Music, ASCAP/Poppy’s Picks, ASCAP/
Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing
Corp,, BMI/Hits From The Tape Room, BMI/Sony Songs LLC,
BMI/John Byron Music, BMI/Ken Rainey Music, BMI/TOP
Publishing, BMI (D.Scott, AG.Gorley; Charlie Handsome, JByron,
TPhillips) T

TIME’S TICKING Double Barrel Ace Music, BMI/
Big Music Machine, BMI/WC Music Corp., ASCAP/Wild Willy
Music, ASCAP/Music OF The Corn, ASCAP/Warner-Tamerlane
Publishing Corp., BMI/Full Draw Publishing, BMI/Anthem
Music Publ\shm? II, ASCAP/Tunes From The Red White
And Blue School, ASCAP (J[Moore, W.L.Bundy, R Montan,
JS.Stover) 49

TOUGH PEOPLE Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/940
Songs, BMI/Round Hill Lyrics, BMI/Bumpin Does Music, BMI/
Bootleg Lyrics, BMI/Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI (D.Baldidge,
JWalker, A Sandrs, L.Combs) 16

TRUCK ON FIRE BMG Gold Songs, ASCAP/Redfeather
Pubhshmg, ASCAP/For The Kids Gold, ASCAP/Universal
Tunes, SESAC/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/
RADIOBULLETSPublishing, BMI (CPearce, JJAEbach, CKelley) 21

TRUCK STILL WORKS Sea Gayle Distillery Music,
ASCAP/Papaw’s Whiskey Music, ASCAP/WC Music Corp.,
ASCAP/Taperoom Music, ASCAP/Series 1, ASCAP/Hunter
Phelps Pub Desianee, ASCAP/Wild Willy Music, ASCAP/Music
0f The Corn, ASCAP/Quivira Road Songs, BMI/Speakers Go
Boom Songs, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/
Water Woods Music, ASCAP (B Paisley; H.Phelps, WL Bundj,
RClawson, C.DuBois) 48

WEREN’T FOR THE WIND Sony Tree
Publishing, BMI/Bridge 1 Music, BMI/Songs Of Smack, BMI/
Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI/Music
0f CTM Qutlander Music LP, BMI/Cangley Publishing, BMI (E
Langley, JTaylor, JClawson) 20

WHAT KINDA MAN Parkermac Publishing, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Abundantiam
Publishing, BMI/Songs Of Harpeth Valley, BMI/ )
WRUCKENROLLMUSIC, BMI/Music Of CTM Outlander Music LP,
BMI (PMcCollum, J.N.Spillman, N.Hemby) 35

WHISKEY DRINK BWG Gold Songs, ASCAP/Makena
Cove Music, ASCAP/Songs Of Double Down Music, BMI/
Triple Play Music, BMI/High Noon Yellow Stars Music, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/BMG Platinum
Songs US, BMI/Irishsonmusic, BMI (K M.Allison, J Ewards,
TKenneal, JMorgan) 14

WISH YOU WELL Bﬁ Music Machine, BMI/Works
by Range Music Partners, BMI/Warbanger Pubhshm% BMI/
Big Ass Pile Of Dimes Music, B_M\/Son%s 0f Back Blod
Publishing, BMI/Rarre Publishing Worldwide, BMI (G.
Warburton, JJDillon, BPendergrass, C.LaCorte) 59

WOLVES CRY Average ZJS Music Publishing, BMI (B.
Mrtin) 53

WORST WAY Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.,
BMI/Back 40 Publishing International, BMI (R Green) 24

WOULD IF | COULD Sony Acuff Rose Music, BMI
(D.Dillon, S.Ewing) 43
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25 Years Ago

Lonestar
Flashed A
Big ‘Smile’

In 2000, the group notched

its fourth of nine No. 1s on
Hot Country Songs

On March 11, 2000, Lonestar’s
“Smile” beamed atop Billboard’s Hot
Country Songs chart. It became the
band’s fourth of nine No. 1 singles.

Keith Follese and Chris Lindsey
wrote the song, which Dann Huff
produced. It was released from Lon-
estar’s LP Lonely Grill, the group’s
first of six top 10s on Top Country
Albums. The set yielded three other
No. 1songs: “Amazed,” “What About
Now” and “Tell Her.”

With “Amazed,” Lonestar
achieved its biggest crossover
success, as the ballad crowned the
all-genre Billboard Hot 100. It also
marked the first country leader on

MARCH 7, 2025 | PAGE 11 OF 11

thelistsince Kenny Rogers and Dolly
Parton’s “Islands in the Stream”
in1983.

Lonestar formed in 1992 with
its original lineup of Michael Britt,
Richie McDonald, Randy “Keech”
Rainwater, John Rich and Dean
Sams. Rich left in 1998 and re-
emerged in 2004 ashalfof Big & Rich
(with Big Kenny Alphin).

Lonestar is still active as a four-
man unit, featuring Britt, Rainwater,
Sams and lead vocalist Drew
Womack (formerly of Sons of the
Desert). Currently touring, the band
will next perform on March 12 in
North Tonawanda, N.Y. —JIM ASKER

SAM LEVI/WIREIMAGE



